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Dear Parents

As we get to the end of what I am sure we have all found to be a difficult and disruptive week, I felt I needed to update you all with what has been happening.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Regarding the need for critical worker/vulnerable children school places, we have had a huge demand for this lock-down compared to the last time.  The government list of critical workers has been extended, putting considerable pressure on school leaders to provide places in school.  We have tried to balance the needs of parents along with safety for our children and staff whilst also acknowledging we are in the middle of a serious pandemic and lock-down.  After considerable risk assessments and following guidance, we have 3 school bubbles which are at their maximum for what we deem safe and within ratios for the staff we have available in school.  This has led to us currently having 43% of our children attending.  This shows that by no means is school closed, with a significant proportion of our children still attending every day.  Our Cock Robin Pre-school has also been open as normal.

I would once again reiterate, that unless there are no other options for childcare, your child should stay at home to help limit the risk of transmission of Covid.  Whilst I accept people do have to work from home, this has to be balanced with the need nationally for people to isolate and stay safe, along with protecting our creaking NHS.

Staff have worked hard this week to update online learning resources at short notice and ensure each class has had tasks to do each day.  They are having to balance having children working in class along with those at home. We will be updating and improving online resources in the coming days, and will also upload videos from sites such as Oak Academy to aid children in their work.  All children will receive the same online curriculum whether at home or in school.  I feel strongly that this needs to be fair.  New guidelines have stated that KS1 children should be completing 3 hours of work each day, whilst KS2 children are expected to do 4 hours.  Staff will expect children to complete given tasks each day and will give feedback to the children.  Staff will monitor any children not accessing work, and speak to parents to improve this.

If you have any issues with the online work, accessing it or anything else regarding this, then please contact the class teacher.  If this isn’t resolved, then please contact me -  we are all keen to ensure our children maintain the best level of learning that we can provide in the circumstances.

You may also have heard this week the government announced that SATS tests would not go ahead this year.  Whilst this does take some pressure off staff and pupils, we are still aware that we want children to be ready for their next phase in education.   Teachers will be responsible for assessing children and will use work produced this year, along with using past SATS papers to aid this. It is important, particularly for year 6 pupils, that they continue to work at their level of ability.

Finally, thank you for the kind and supportive messages this week – it hasn’t been the ideal start to a new year in school, but I know with the brilliant staff team we have, along with supportive parents, our children will continue to learn, be nurtured and grow.  Hopefully the new vaccines will start making an impact in the coming weeks and months and we can all get back on track.

If you have any questions or concerns, then please email or ring me at school.


Have a good weekend, stay safe and well.

Best wishes

L. Reynolds

Head teacher 
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