[image: ][image: logo]John Cross CE Primary School  &Cock Robin Pre-school	
Garstang Road        
Bilsborrow 
Preston
PR3 0RE 
Headteacher – Mr Liam Reynolds   
email:head@johncross.lancs.sch.uk    bursar@johncross.lancs.sch.uk     www.john.lancsngfl.ac.uk

28/5/2020

Dear Parents and Guardians


I am writing this letter to update you regarding the phased reopening of school and pre-school.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Yesterday, I received an update from Lancashire County Council, and the strong recommendation is that schools in Lancashire do not reopen on the 1st June, until further notice when all the criteria have been met to do so.

Therefore, I am going to delay the phased re-opening of school until further notice (Rec, Year 1 and Year 6 pupils), and reiterate previous communications, that school is only available for key worker children, and only if you cannot make provision for the children at home due to a change in circumstance. Pre-school will also not be open until further notice.

Whilst I understand people are returning to work and childcare may be an issue, my first and foremost thoughts are with the health and safety of our children and staff. Employers will need to continue to be flexible whilst the current situation continues.

Please let me know if you are a key worker and still need a place at school for your child – there will be provision, if absolutely needed, from Monday to Thursday.

I will keep you updated with arrangements in the coming days and weeks, below are some extracts from the Lancashire County Council update and recommendations:

Lancashire County Council is advising schools in the county not to open to more pupils from 1 June, but instead to continue with the current arrangements. This is because, in our assessment, we do not currently meet all five of the government's tests in Lancashire which would allow this decision to be taken safely.

We will regularly review the situation and provide further advice so that we can advise schools to open to more pupils as soon as we judge it safe to do so.

We are actively encouraging schools to follow this advice.

Local assessment

The government's five tests are outlined below:
· Protect the NHS’s ability to cope. We must be confident that we are able to provide sufficient critical care and specialist treatment right across the UK.

· See a sustained and consistent fall in the daily death rates from Covid-19 so we are confident that we have moved beyond the peak
· See that the rate of infection is decreasing to manageable levels across the board, although we don’t see the results of all tests in a timely manner. In addition, we are starting to see social distancing not being followed everywhere across the county which poses the risk of new cases to rise.

· Be confident that the range of operational challenges, including testing capacity and PPE, are in hand, with supply able to meet future demand.

· Be confident that any adjustments to the current measures will not risk a second peak of infections that overwhelms the NHS.

Locally, we are currently able to meet the requirements of the first three tests; however, we do not meet the requirements for the final two tests. The test and trace programme is not at a state of readiness to respond to Covid-19 community setting outbreaks in a timely manner, which poses a risk to school environments. Furthermore, we are not confident that adjustments to the current measures of the lockdown policy will not risk a second peak of infections locally. 

Consequently, our advice to schools is to not re-open to more pupils on June 1st, but to continue with their current support systems that are in place. The safety and wellbeing of children, their families, and school staff outweigh the benefits of opening schools of 1st June.

The key information supporting this advice is that:

· The current support system in schools for children of key workers and valuable children, which is how we describe our vulnerable children, is sufficient at this time. Additionally, safeguards are in place in Lancashire to support those children who are at risk in the community, and this support will continue. 

· There has been no evidence of education outcomes worsening due to the effects of government lockdown policy.

· It is not going to be possible to implement social distancing in early years school settings. 

· There is currently no evidence of widespread immunity in community settings.

· There is a significant risk that should outbreaks occur in school settings, the current system will not allow for tests to be conducted in a timely manner and therefore, the virus will continue to spread. 

Schools will be kept well informed on a regular basis from the Director for Public Health in Lancashire and Lancashire County Council. We will regularly review the situation and provide further advice so that schools can re-open as soon as it is safe to do so. 

In this challenging time, we recommend that everyone continue to follow the government advice of staying alert by:

· Staying at home as much as possible.
· Working from home if you can.
· Limit contact with other people.
· Keep a 2m distance from other people.
· Wash your hands regularly.

Dr Sakthi Karunathini
Director of Public Health and Wellbeing
Lancashire County Council




Thank you for your continued support and understanding.



Best wishes


L.Reynolds


Head teacher
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