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21st April 2017

Dear Parents / Carers,

Pupil Attendance – Leave during Term Time

After receiving several requests for leave during term time in recent weeks, please can I reiterate the following: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Holidays during term time are no longer authorised by the Headteacher unless for exceptional circumstances.  This can be discussed and any authorisation will be based on a case by case basis at the discretion of the Headteacher.

After recent newspaper headlines regarding holidays during term time, the recent court decision against a parent has been made to encourage schools to take a firmer stance on unnecessary absence and to dispel the myth held by many parents that there is an entitlement to time off school for holidays in term time.

There are implications for schools and parents as a result of this and so we would like to remind parents of our school policy and in particular the following:

· An updated absence request form MUST be completed before the holiday/leave is requested. This can be found on the school website or from the school office.
· The introduction of Penalty Notices for unauthorised holidays.

We hope all parents will support our school in efforts to reduce unnecessary absence and therefore minimising the impact on your child's education.  We all want every child to achieve their potential and work hard with your support to achieve this. Whilst we understand the pressures of coordinating family time and the cost of holidays, this mustn’t be at the expense of valuable learning time being lost.

Please contact us if you wish to discuss this further.

Yours sincerely
Liam Reynolds, Staff and Governors
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